AAUW Wasatch Branch

President’s Report for 2014-15
Our Program Chairs, Lynn Romney and Laura Osburn deserve our appreciation and thanks for arranging an
incredible program for our year. We had many varied experiences with the focus of our mission: to advance
equity for women and girls through advocacy, philanthropy and research.
Following our tradition, our year started out in September with a Soup and Salad Mixer and Meeting to allow
members to greet each other after the summer and enjoy a dinner prepared by our Executive Board. At this
dinner, we reviewed the purpose of LAF and learned about some of the recent cases which AAUW supports.
We raised $329 for National LAF.
Our program for October informed members about the Common
Core Curriculum. Dixie Allen of the Utah State Board of Education
cleared up misconceptions about the Common Core. Later in
October we held our EO Fund Raiser, a Chili Cook-Off and Bunco
party. Three chili judges had six delicious recipes to sample, and
they found it difficult to pick a “Judges’ Favorite.” For those who
did not know how to play, the Bunco game was explained and prizes
were awarded. Everyone enjoyed the evening, and $830 was raised
to be sent to AAUW Funds Educational Opportunities.
We had a very informative meeting in November. Our presenter was the founder of Utah Moms for Clean Air,
Cerise Udell who has an impressive resume including degrees in Cultural Anthropology and an almost
completed MS in Environmental Health and Social Ecology. We all know how our inversions affect health but
her presentation explained how she organized hundreds of
mothers and started the Utah Moms for Clean Air organization.
In December, we celebrated the holidays at the Café Madrid and
heard Karen Hall, Director of the Women’s Resource Center at
the University of Utah, explain how her program provides
financial resources to women going to the University who need
some temporary help. Our branch raised $900 in individual
donations for this program.
On January 10th, we co-sponsored, along with AAUW Salt Lake
City Branch and The League of Women Voters, a Legislative Panel consisting of Carol Spackman Moss (D),
Daniel Thatcher (R), Jim Dabakis (D), and Dana Layton (R). The legislators explained their positions on key
issues and responded to questions from some of the ninety people who attended. At our January branch
meeting, Toby Lafferty, explained how her organization, Books Inside, ensures that quality books are available
inside prisons and jails, adding to the chance that incarcerated individuals may see other possibilities for the
direction of their life experiences.

At our February branch meeting, we had a
unique experience when our speaker, the
Reverend France Davis, spoke on Honoring
Black Women. He led us in singing a
responsive spiritual during his story about
Harriet Tubman and her struggles helping
slaves escape through the Underground
Railroad. His presentation inspired us with
heroic stories of black women throughout
American history.
March’s branch meeting provided us with information about Women as a Force for Peace presented by Dr.
Nancy Haanstad, a retired professor of International Politics at Weber State University. She explained how
women bear the brunt of war and are the vast majority of casualties resulting from war but how they are also
powerful peace-builders, largely unrecognized, under-resourced and not members of the formal peace
processes. During our business meeting, members chose our Distinguished Woman, Janet Bunger, from three
outstanding candidates. Janet has an impressive resume of service to AAUW as well as contributions to
women in the work force.
Our member, Sally Hoffelmeyer-Katz facilitated the second $tart $mart workshop on March 11 hosted by the
University of Utah. Along with Claire Turner of the Salt Lake Branch who provided AAUW brochures and a
brief overview of AAUW, the workshop provided college women with the knowledge and skills needed to
negotiate fair and realistic compensation.
For our April meeting, the new CEO of the 4th Street Clinic, Laura Michalski, gave a power-point presentation
about the work of that lifesaving clinic which provides medical services for the homeless population of Salt
Lake City. There are generous donations from the community for supplies and services and the clinic also
receives federal funds. She also provided us with statistics about the homeless population which shattered
stereotypes held by most people.
Our final meeting for the year will be May 11th at the Cottonwood Country Club for our installation of new
officers and recognition of current elected and appointed officers. Janet Bunger, our Distinguished Woman,
will address the members. We will also take this time to celebrate
the beginning of the 35th anniversary of the Wasatch Branch of
AAUW, and we will honor past presidents.
During the year our Branch offers a number of interest groups:
bridge, book clubs, genealogy, a lunch group and a group that visits
interesting sights in and around Salt Lake City. Our STEM activity
continues for its 11th year with the offering of our AWE+SUM camp
June 17-20 in partnership with Westminster College. There will be
a full roster of 13-year old girls eager to be future scientists, and
many of our member volunteer to assist the professors and
counselors who provide an incredible experience for these girls.
Submitted by Dottie Bingman and Ann Williams,
Co-Presidents, AAUW Wasatch Branch.

Annual Report
2014-15 Season

The Saint George Branch has enjoyed a successful year. We currently have approximately 167
members on our rolls (although some are “affiliate members” who are not reflected on the rolls of
AAUW).
Our luncheon meetings have been well
attended this year, with interesting speakers
on a variety of topics. We meet the first
Monday of each month (with some
exceptions) at the Courtyard by Marriott.
Reservations and prepayment are handled
through Constant Contact and PayPal.
We held our annual membership meeting on April 6, at the New Promise Lutheran Church.
This was a potluck style luncheon, with members encouraged to donate the typical cost of lunch to
AAUW programs. We had a presentation by Jeannette Johnson on public policy, held elections,
approved a budget for the coming year, and enjoyed watching a presentation of the year in review.
The Saint George Branch again participated in the Reality Stores program last fall. (The Garden
Tour, in which we have participated annually in past
years, was discontinued this year).
We held an Author’s Event in November
which raised funds for our scholarship program. The
theme of the program was “It Only Takes One
Evening to Change a Life Forever.” The event was
very successful and raised a record amount of
money. The featured author was Jennifer Jordan.
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On March 21, we held our annual
Desert Blooms fashion show at Entrada Country
Club. This was again successful and raised funds
for our eSMART summer camp for girls, which
is scheduled to run two 4-day camps this July.
At our next luncheon meeting in May,
we will award thirteen (13) $1,000 scholarships
to local women who are either entering Dixie State University or are returning to their studies there.
This is one of our most popular meetings each year, as we end the year on a high note with the chance
to hear from deserving women students who have earned our help.
Our finances are in good order, and we are building some reserves to see us through leaner
times. We have elected officers to serve during 2015-16, and are working to round out committee
assignments.

2014 St. George AAUW Scholarship Winners L-R: Pam Wootten, Shannon Andersen, (co-chairs)
Monica Miner, Lauralyn Van Wagoner, Annette Harvey, Mandy Bell, Brenna Ledbetter, Shawnee
Grimshaw, Jasmine Escobar
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AAUW Brigham City Branch
Report to AAUW of Utah 2015 Annual Meeting

AAUW SCHOLARSHIP recipient is Melanie J. Reeder, a mother of five who will be attending Utah State
University to become a math teacher. She is pictured with Joan Peterson of AAUW and Karen Hone of
Ladies Community Club, which co-sponsors the scholarship.

Brigham City Branch holds two main events during the meeting season, although we occasionally meet
for dinner with discussion concerning various topics. Ordinarily, during the holiday season we hold an
informal potluck dinner to which we invite foreign exchange students, but this year we did not hold the
event since we had members who were ill, with family health problems, or with conflicts on their
calendars.
Candidates Meeting
This event was in conjunction with Civic Improvement Club and Ladies Community Club, on the third
Wednesday of October, in the Community Center. AAUW secured the venue, contacts candidates, and
provides the moderator. The other organizations provide refreshments and assist at the meeting itself.
Candidates for the US House of Representatives, Utah State Senate and House of Representatives, Box
Elder County Commission, State Board of Education and Box Elder Board of Education participated in
the 2014 meeting.
Our format provided an initial time for candidates to introduce themselves and present their views, then a
period for answering written questions from the audience (which prevents disruptive people or issues
from taking over) and ends with informal visiting with candidates over light refreshments. We were
pleased to have good attendance. According to candidates, it was the largest and best organized
candidates meeting in the community, as well as the only one to which all candidates were invited to
participate.
Scholarship Benefit Luncheon
Each spring we join with Ladies Community Club in presenting a scholarship to a Box Elder County
woman who has returned to higher education after a break in her formal education. This was our 25th
year to present the scholarship, with the other women's organization joining the effort about seven years
ago.
The 2015 scholarship luncheon was held Saturday, April 11, 11:30 a.m. at Maddox Ranch House in
Perry, with Utah State Senator Ann Millner, former president of Weber State University, as our
speaker. She focused on both women's education and the legislative process through the eyes of a first
time legislator.
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Melanie J. Reeder, a mother of five who holds an Associate Degree, was the scholarship recipient. She
plans to attend Utah State University with the goal of becoming a math teacher.
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AAUW Annual Report Salt Lake City Branch
April 25, 2015
Salt Lake City Branch has had a busy and productive year.
September was "Women and Education, Utah's Best Practices" given by Mary Ann Holladay.
She presented statistics and information on completion rates and STEM participation in Utah
schools. She discussed best practices and led a discussion about implications for AAUW.
October was a panel presentation on domestic violence and sexual assault. Prevention experts on
the panel included representatives from YWCA, Legal Aid Society, and Planned Parenthood
The focus was on how YOU (WE) can stop abuse and become an ally to those in need.
November's panel presentation was entitled, "Service at Any Age." Panelists included Rachel
Brisson who completed a study project in Ghana; Amanda Phillips (Youthlinc); and Heather
MacDonald.
Our December holiday event was the Red Candle Tea held at the Adamson Alumni House at
Westminster College. Branch members and guests enjoyed holiday refreshments, played a
fundraising game to raise money for the Legal Advocacy Fund, collected items to share with The
Christmas Box House, and enjoyed the festivities.
In January, Salt Lake City Branch planned with Wasatch Branch and the League of Women
Voters to bring a Legislative Panel of Utah State legislators who discussed their positions on
important issues and responded to questions from the audience. Approximately 90 people
attended the event which featured Representative Carol Spackman Moss (D), Senator Daniel
Thatcher (R), Senator Jim Dabakis (D) and former Representative Dana Layton (R).
In February, SLC Branch was pleased to have a presentation about the Utah Women Artists
Exhibition (UWAE), its history since 1982, its mission and future plans. This program was
given by Kathy Horvat and Sue Nissen from Wasatch Branch.
The March event was the Distinguished Woman luncheon held at the Cottonwood Club. Dr.
Deneece Huftalin, President, Salt Lake Community College, was our honoree. She spoke to us
about how she had been mentored over the years by many strong and courageous women who
have helped her to establish confidence and desire to try new things. She feels that now she is in
a position to mentor young women to foster their own dreams and passion.
In April, our Fellowships Fundraiser was held at the Town Club. Our guest speaker was Pam
Perlick, Senior Research Economist at the Bureau of Economic and Business Research at the
University of Utah. She spoke on the 2014 YWCA report, The Well-Being of Women in Utah.
We were pleased that our first branch scholarship awardee, Angelynn Burge, was able to attend
and speak to luncheon guests.
The May meeting will be our annual meeting at which new officers will be elected and installed,
business will be conducted and a celebration of a great year will be held. One of the things we
will celebrate in our steady increase in branch membership.

