AAUW WASATCH BRANCH of SALT LAKE COUNTY

October, 2015

WOMEN IN ISLAM
Presented by Donna Switzer
American Diplomat
Date: Monday, October 12, 2015
Time: 7:00 P.M.
Place: 1580 E Vine Street (6100 S)
Cottonwood Presbyterian Church Fellowship Room
Donna Switzer, a retired U.S. Foreign Service Officer, will talk about Islam the religion, the basic tenets of Islam and
the more important divisions within Islam. She will also discuss the role of women in those divisions.
Donna has a BA from the University of California, MSc from USC, B Jur from the University of Natal (South Africa),
and PhD from the University of Witwatersrand (South Africa). She was a university professor at Rhodes University
for 6 years and Head of Department and Dean of Arts at the University of Zululand for 8 years. She joined the United States Foreign Service in 1987 and served in more than 100 countries while based in Lagos Nigeria, Jakarta Indonesia, Buenos Aires Argentina, Pretoria South Africa, and Washington DC.
Donna is the author of two books and about 40 articles. She is a member of the American Library Association, California Honor Society, Soroptimist International, AAUW, and the League of Women Voters. She is an Elder at Cottonwood Presbyterian Church and the current President of the Salt lake Committee on Foreign Relations

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Monday, November 9, 2015, at 7:15 p.m. : An Evening with Utah Authors
AAUW Funds Benefit, 15th Street Gallery, 1519 South 1500 East (see inside for more information)
AAUW Board Meeting: October 26, 2015, 1:00 p.m. at Millcreek Library
Deadline for Call for Entries for the AAUW Utah Women Artists Exhibition: October 30, 2015
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President’s Message
Hope all members who attended the September LAF fundraiser had a good time. $283.00 was collected.
The program for the October meeting should be very interesting. Women in Islam is such a relevant topic for all of us.
Due to a family issue, Laura Osburn has resigned from the Secretary position. Thanks to Laura for
all of her work this year. Dottie Bingman and Ann Williams volunteered to be co-secretaries for the
remainder of the year. Thanks to both of them.
Many of you have asked about a memorial for Marge Thomas. If you would like to contribute, Desta
will be collecting donations at the October meeting. The branch will then make a donation to AAUW
in her name.
Carolyn
Board meetings are scheduled for September 28, October 26,
and November 23

AUW of Utah supports Real Women Run.
This is a non-partisan coalition of the YWCA,
the Hinckley Institute, AAUW, the LWV, and
others. Many women legislators from both
sides of the aisle and other highly skilled women on the political scene help in this effort to
encourage and train women to run for office in
Utah. The 2015-2016 schedule includes a special training open to any and everyone on the
ins and outs of Utah’s new Petition process for
candidates for office to get on the ballot.
SB545 Training-October 14, 2015
Join Real Women Run for a free training on the
ins and outs of Utah’s new petition process to
get on the ballot
Wednesday, October 14, 2015, 7:00 p.m.
Nancy Tessman Auditorium, The City Library
210 East 400 South, Salt Lake City

Real Women Run Fall Social
Wednesday, November 11, 2015,
5:30 p.m.
Market Street Cottonwood
2985 East Cottonwood Parkway, Salt Lake
City
Real Women Run Training I
Saturday, January 16, 2016, 8:30 AM to
4:30 PM
Salt Lake Community College, Miller Campus
9750 South 300 West, Sandy
Real Women Run Training II
Saturday, March 26, 2016, 8:30 AM to
2:00 PM
Hinckley Institute of Politics
260 South Central Campus Drive #255,
Salt Lake City
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Public Policy Report:

There is a national movement afoot and Wasatch Branch is a part of it. AAUW is working actively across the nation to help individual states enact gender parity legislation. There are
four states with no parity protections: Utah, South Carolina, Mississippi, and Alabama and
they are targeted by AAUW to support local action to enable new legislation.
AAUW has compiled and published data which is being used in this effort, and is looking at
five areas in the laws in the states. A substantive, effective, and enforceable bill needs to
provide protections, defenses, remedies, allow for preemptive action, and take into account
comparable worth. Among the information gathered to date are the following:

Of the 47 states with gender equity laws, 37 cover all or most employees.


There are 11 states with no discrimination/retaliation for discussing wages and 34 states
with no discrimination/retaliation for involvement in legal proceedings.



In 20 states the law stipulates that [an employer] cannot reduce another employee’s pay
to comply with the law.



In 34 states, the employer is liable for compensatory damages and in 27 states, the em-

ployer is liable for costs and reasonable attorney’s fees.


Only 1 state, North Carolina, has education programs on pay disparity.



Utah has pay equity language in the code, but the key items that make a law substantive,
effective, and enforceable are not in place.

AAUW is focusing on those states with weak or no substantive legislation. To that end, Utah
was recently added to the assignment of an AAUW staff member who is coordinating AAUW’s
approach in Utah and supporting those who wish to be involved. The staff compile and send
research data and publications from national and local sources, making the information
available for use in Utah and are available for planned and impromptu consultation via email
or on the phone. Members of the Wasatch and Salt Lake Branches benefited by a staff visit
in September and are planning for another on-site consultation in the middle of October.
This will be a collaborative effort, and we anticipate many groups will work on this issue with
us as pay parity is an issue for everyone.
Marilyn Shearer and Sharyl Smith
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DISTINGUISHED WOMAN NOMINATIONS
Eva-Maria Bates

I would like to start the process of choosing a Distinguished Woman Nomination 2016 early this year. You
members will have the opportunity to recognize a woman of your choice as a distinguished woman who has
made a difference.
As you go to your various activities, classes, church services, clubs, meetings, please begin looking for a woman who meets the following criteria and who you consider worthy of this nomination:
1.

She shall have a minimum of a baccalaureate degree

2.

She need not be a member of AAUW

3.

She shall be a bona fide resident of the state of Utah

4.

She shall have made contributions to society on a local, state or national level and

5.

She shall be a nonpartisan person.

In the next newsletters I will write down what you need to do to nominate that special woman.
Thank you and please start thinking....
EXECUTIVE BOARD
PRESIDENT

APPOINTED BOARD MEMBERS

Carolyn Wiggins

PRESIDENT-ELECT

YEARBOOK

Marilyn Shearer

TREASURER

Desta Aure

AWE-SUM/ Funds

Sue Nissen

SECRETARY

Dottie Bingman and

LAF

Sandra Roach

Ann Williams

HOSPITALITY

Colleen Alter, Lucetta Roy

Brenda Claussen and

SUNSHINE FUND

Jane Cooper

Helen Nix

DISTINGUISHED WOMAN

Eva Marie Bates

Pat Eyre and Peggy Richards

PUBLIC POLICY

Sheryl Smith,

MEMBERSHIP

PROGRAMS

Trudi Duncan
INTEREST GROUP LEADERS

WASATCH WATCH

Kathy Horvat

Daytime Book Group

Jane Cooper

Evening Book and Bridge

Leona Blackbird

HISTORIAN

Meet and Eat

Carol Copene

PHOTO GRAPHER

Marilyn Shearer

Genealogy

Carolyn Clarke

COMMUNICATIONS

Anne Bjorkland

Great Decisions

Kathy Horvat

PAST PRESIDENT

Dottie Bingman,

Out and About

Patricia Stoppi

Carolyn Clarke

Ann Williams
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AAUW of Utah
Our next AAUW of Utah board meeting will be held October 23rd in Fillmore—half way between St. George and
Salt Lake City. We still have openings on the board .

Attendees at the last board meeting ot AAUW of Utah were Kathy Boyer, Parliamentarian; Claire Turner, CoPresident; Pam Wootten Co- Preident; Gloria Prahl, Treasurer; Carolyn Wiggins, Pres. Wasatch Branch; Carol
Sawaya, Co-Secretary; Ann Bjorklund, Co-Secretary; Janet Bunger, AAUW (national) Financial VP; Stephanie
Bagnell, Utah State University Branch Pres. and C/U Chair, Marilyn Shearer, Past President and Website/
Communications; Maxine Haggerty, Historian.
Remember to check out the website for AAUW of Utah and Wasatch Branch at :
www.aauw-ut.aauw.net/
Utah Women Artists Exhibition: The Call for Entries is open until October 30 th for The Art Show. If you
know of artists who you think might like to enter please let them know. We have printed entry forms which I
can supply if you contact me at mshearer1@aol.com. An electronic form is also available at: http://
form.jotform.us/form/51855389051158
This is a great venue for artists to display their works. If you are planning your calendar into next year please
save the evening of March 10th for the opening of the exhibition, which includes a buffet, and program . The
winning artists, major prize donors, and the Juror for the show are introduced and honored.
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Presents

An Evening with Utah Authors
Monday, November 9th Our regular Wasatch Branch Meeting night
7:15 to 9:00 P.M. at the 15th Street Gallery 1519 South 1500 East, Salt Lake City.
Bring your friends and join us.
This is our traditional fund raiser for AAUW Funds
for the benefit of women and families.
Your $20 tax deductible donation goes directly to AAUW funds.
Meet the Authors:
Valynne E. Maetani,
Valynne E. Maetani (Pronounced Vuh-lin Mah-eh-tah-nee) grew up in Utah and obtained a Bachelor’s degree from the
University of Pennsylvania. In a former life, she was a project manager and developed educational software for children with
learning disabilities. Currently she is a fulltime writer.
Her debut novel, Ink and Ashes, is the winner of the New Visions Award 2013 and is a Junior Library Guild 2015 selection. She is a member of the We Need Diversity team and is dedicated to promoting diversity in children’s literature because
every child should grow up believing his or her story deserves to be told. She lives in Salt Lake City.

Lily Yruko Nakai Havey
Born in Los Angeles, interned at Amache in Colorado, educated in Boston and Utah, Lily currently lives in Salt Lake
City with husband John. She taught school for 13 years and had a stained glass business for more than three decades from which she is semi-retired. Her stained glass work Tora won the Juror’s choice award at the AAUW sponsored Utah Women Artists Exhibition in 2013. She is also a watercolor artist. Her creative autobiography is titled,

Gasa Gasa Girl Goes to Camp: A Nisei Youth Behind a World War II
Fence.

Susan Imhoff Bird
“I have to write. It’s what I do. It’s not my only occupation, but it’s what I am here to do. It’s what I do to solidify my place
in the universe, to make sense of my world, to free what’s inside, growing and burbling and seeking opportunities to
escape.“ Susan’s website gives “glimpses into my written words, my written world. Feedback is welcome, anytime, all
the time, because as much as I live in my own world of wonder and words. I love to visit others’ worlds as well.” Susan’s website includes the following observations that landscape has taught her: “To honor who and what I am. To
always breathe; To remain rooted even when I’m soaring and flying; That seasons are inevitable and restorative; That
peaks and summits are places to pause and celebrate; That every mountain began as disruption; To be patient; To
howl.” Her book is titled Howl: Of Woman and Wolf

Following the program, the authors will be available for further questions and to sign their books.

___________________________________________________________________
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The AAUW Fund supports the many programs of AAUW as it advocates for women and families. Our focus is on Education,
Equity and Social Justice.

We help mothers return to their education.
We provide training in how to negotiate a fair wage when women enter or return to the work force.
We encourage STEM programs, beginning with girls in junior high, helping them to awaken to the opportunities and then
helping them pursue what can become a passion as they move into college and beyond.
We reach out to young women on campuses to see their opportunities and understand their potential.
We provide Fellowships and Grants for career development, international studies, selected professions, or projects.
We train women to be leaders in their community, and encourage and train them to run for office.
We stand up against discrimination through Title IX advocacy, whether it be in athletics or in scholastics.
We support and defend those who have been victims of sexual abuse, gender discrimination or wage discrimination through
our legal advocacy and support of individual and class action lawsuits.
We advocate for gender equity through the legislative process and are at this moment working in states that lack wage parity and discrimination protections in order to pass new or additional legislation
We do these things, and much, much more as we advocate for Education, Equity and Social Justice for all.
Some of these programs come with catchy names: $tart $mart, Work Smart, ElectHer, LAF (Legal Advocacy Fund), Young
Women’s Task Force, NCCWSL (National Conference of College Women Student Leaders). Others are simple, and made effective through the donations that our members and our friends make to

AAUW Funds.
Your attendance at our Evening with Utah Authors and your $20 tax deductible contribution to AAUW Funds is greatly appreciated and will go directly to support these important programs

___________________________________________________________________

Registration Form for

An Evening with Utah Authors
I will happily attend this event and look forward to hearing from these Utah authors.
My $20 tax deductible contribution to AAUW Funds per each attendee has been submitted with this registration form. (Make checks to AAUW Funds)

Name ___________________________Address __________________________
Phone___________________________Email____________________________
____ Check if additional attendees are listed on the back
You may mail this form to Desta Aure, 10227 Hickory Pt Drive, Sandy, UT 84092
Or give it to her at our branch meeting. Additional forms will be available there.
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Of Interest
Following is a schedule for current Interest Groups of Wasatch Branch. If you wish to
participate, let the contact person know. New members are always welcome
and knowing how many to expect is helpful for those hosting an event.

Daytime Book Group will meet on November 5th, at 11:30 a.m. at the home of Bev Elkington, 2379 Cavalier
Drive,(2300 E—7305 S), Cottonwood Heights. The book is , Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of the Lusitania, by
Erik Larson. Bring a sack lunch to the meeting; dessert is provided. For information contact Jane Cooper at 801571-2350, or janecooper1@msn.com.
Genealogy Group: This group has changed its meetings to Wednesdays. There will be no meeting in October.
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 18, at 10 a.m. at the home of Marilyn Stewart. Anyone
interested in genealogy is welcome. Please contact Carolyn Clarke, cclarke@xmission.com, for more information.
Meet and Eat: All branch members and guests whose schedules allow meet for lunch once a month. The next
lunch will be great Italian food at O Sole Mio, 8657 Highland Drive. on Wednesday, October 28, at 11:45 am.
Please contact Carol Copene if you are coming, by the previous day. She can be reached at 801-942-4155, or
ccopene@comcast.net.
Evening Bridge will meet at the home of Kay Wallace, 3432 S. Monte Verde Drive, on Monday, October 19, at
7:00 p.m. Contact Leona at LeonaB@mindspring.com if you are interested in playing.
Evening Book Group will meet on Monday, November 2, at 7:30 pm at the home of Sue Nissen, 3097 Teton
Drive, to discuss Stephen Hawking: An Unfettered Mind, by Kitty Ferguson.
New Interest Anyone? Contact Carolyn Wiggins at 801-943-8674, if you’d like to suggest or organize a new
interest group.

The purpose of AAUW is to advance equity for women and girls,
Through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research

AAUW Wasatch Branch of Salt Lake County
c/o 515 S. 1000 East, Apt 307
Salt Lake City, UT 84102

