AAUW WASATCH BRANCH of SALT LAKE COUNTY

February, 2016

BRANCH MEETING on FEBRUARY 8, 2016
7:00 p.m.
Cottonwood Presbyterian Church
1580 East Vine Street (6100 South)

UTAH WOMEN ARTISTS EXHIBITION (UWAE)
EMPOWERING UTAH WOMEN ARTISTS SINCE 1981
Presented by Kathy Horvat and Sue Nissen
Kathy and Sue created the presentation for the Rocky Mountain Regional Conference 2014, which was held in
Reno, Nevada. AAUW of Utah chose this project as its conference presentation because it is a unique state
project. It was begun in 1981 and has continued to the present. The project gives Utah women artists the
opportunity to submit their artwork in nearly all media types to a professional juror with the potential of having
their work selected for exhibit at a public venue. This is an opportunity not readily available to women who may
live in remote areas, be older when they begin as artists, or who have limited financial and networking resources.
The presentation by Kathy and Sue will recount how the project came to be and how it has grown over the years.
They will share interesting stories about project founders and various exhibitions gleaned either from their
research into the AAUW archives and from their own involvement with various aspects of the project. Both are past
presidents of Wasatch Branch and past Presidents of AAUW of Utah. Both have also served as trustees of the UWAE Trust.
Kathy is the current Trustee Chair. They have updated the presentation since 2014, and last year they were invited to give
it as the February program at Salt Lake City Branch.
Given the background of the two presenters, we should all find the program both interesting and informative.
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President’s Message
In spite of cold, snowy weather, we had good attendance at our January meeting. Thank you all for coming out at this time of year. I
know I would be happy to just become a hermit until at least March. But, we have made it through January, bringing us one month
closer to spring, more daylight, and warmth.
The Nominating Committee was formed at the January meeting and will be working diligently to find members willing to work for the
branch over the next year. We need all of your help in keeping the branch moving forward. Please say yes when you are asked to serve
in a position. All of you have talents that can be put to work in a position.
I look forward to seeing all of you at the February meeting. The program will be about UTAH WOMEN ARTISTS EXHIBITION.
Carolyn Wiggins

AAUW General Meeting notes on speaker, Sara Janet Jordan’s talk
Safety When Traveling.
Our January speaker, Sara Janet Jordan, of the Osher Learning Center at the University of Utah, was introduced
by Peggy Richards. Peggy shared that Sara has traveled all over the world and lived in many different places and
would present on “Safety When Traveling.” In order to become familiar with her audience, Sara asked us, by a
show of hands, how many people had traveled outside the United States, where they traveled, and if anyone had
lived in other countries. She acknowledged she was presenting in front of a well-traveled group of women. Sara
talked about the importance of enjoying the culture, not just the resorts, and encouraged everyone to travel
while they’re young and as long as they can and as far as they can because travel is a way to understand the
world.
She shared her own story about traveling from India with a layover in Dakar two days after our invasion of Iraq,
and she felt very uncomfortable. Ways to make you feel more secure when you are traveling alone: wear a
travel belt under your clothes with copies of your passport, credit cards, driver’s license, and contact information
both home and abroad. Travel insurance is important but be careful not to get ripped off: read the fine print.
Lonely Planet’s internet site offers information about which places to go and how to go. Pack lightly so you can
run if you have to. Learn a couple of phrases of the languages spoken where you are going. For the room, bring
a rubber doorstop for your door. Additional items to pack are clothes pins to close the curtains, a bath mat, little
flashlight, headlamp, dental floss and duct tape. She encouraged everyone to take care of themselves
emotionally and learn about what it means to be a woman in the places they visit.
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Public Policy
Legislative Forum
Cooler temperatures on the morning of Saturday, January 9th, did not diminish the number of people who
attended this year’s Legislative Forum, sponsored by the Wasatch and Salt Lake Branches of the AAUW and the
League of Women Voters Salt Lake and located at the Girls Scouts Headquarters. With nearly ninety people
present, the audience topped records of recent years. Our featured legislative guests, Senator Brian Shiozawa,
Senator Jani Iwamoto, Representative Sophia Di Caro, and Representative Brian King, arrived early and lingered
after the program to allow personal interaction with audience members. Our moderator, Janice Gygi, CoPresident of the League of Women Voters Salt Lake opened the program and, after panelists introduced
themselves, launched into the questions concerned with air and water quality, Medicaid expansion, education
funding, equal pay for women, funding for criminal reinvestment, gun control, redistricting—independent
commission, defunding Planned Parenthood, among others.
For readers who want to read the questions and legislators’ answers, follow the link below to the League of
Women Voters’ The Utah Voter. Scroll down to the headline “Legislators Highlight Upcoming Topics,” an article
about the Forum, by Anne Ziegler and Sandy Peck, based on Sandy Peck‘s notes.
http://lwvutah.org/VOTERS/LWVU%20Voters/UTVoter16/UTVoter_Feb2016pdf.pdf

photos by Marilyn Shearer
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Public Policy
Women’s State Legislative Council Schedule
The Wasatch Branch of AAUW has places for two public policy co-chairs to attend the weekly Women’s
Legislative Council meetings on Wednesdays, from 12:00-1:30pm, in the Senate Building (the east building of the
Capitol Complex). Most often, speakers are legislators who work on the committees listed below. Their remarks
spark interest, offer insights, and share up-to-date information about current actions in the Legislature. Since
Trudy Duncan, one of the public policy co-chairs, may not be attending the WSLC on a regular basis, there will be
a place available for one of our Branch members to attend.
This is a wonderful opportunity. The legislative committees featured at each meeting have been announced. See
the schedule below. If you are interested in attending, please contact me at sharylsmith@att.net. It will be on a
first-come, first-served basis, with the understanding that if Trudy is able to attend, you will join us as a guest.
2016 General Session Calendar
February 3: Education Committee; February 10: Business/Labor Committee; February 17: Energy/Natural Resources

Committee; February 24: Health and Human Services Committee; March 2: Judiciary/Education Committees; March 9
Business/Natural Resources Committees; March 16: Legislative Wrap-up.
Sharyl Smith, Public Policy Co-Chair

Membership Report
The Membership Committee has been working on a Membership Interest Survey. We will ask you about your
interests, skills and reasons for being a member of the Wasatch Branch. The Survey will be handed out at the
February meeting or emailed to you if you are not at the meeting. Please be willing to share your thoughts and
ideas with us.
Brenda Clausen and Helen Nix

February 2016

___________________

Wasatch Watch

p.5

February 2016

__________________

Wasatch Watch

p.6

INTRODUCING OUR 2016 DISTINGUISHED WOMAN
Susan R. Madsen
Professor of Management
Orin R. Woodbury Professorship in Leadership and Ethics
Utah Valley University
Dr. Susan Madsen is a leadership and change consultant who loves to teach,
research and write. She founded the Utah Women and Education Project in
2009, and in 2013 she founded the Utah Women and Leadership Project.
She has taken her enthusiasm for women’s education and leadership to
other countries. She is a Distinguished Visiting Fellow of the Lancaster
Leadership Center in the U.K, a Visiting Fellow of the Faculty of Economic s
and
Business at the University of Zagreb (Croatia) and a Fellow of the Leadership Trust Foundation in Ross-on-Wye,
England. Dr. Madsen has been heavily involved for the last decade in researching the lifetime development of
prominent women leaders. She has personally interviewed a host of women university presidents, U.S.
governors, and international leaders and she has published a host of books and articles on her work. Susan has
conducted related research in the U.S., the six Arab Gulf countries, China, and recently in Eastern Europe. She
has published nearly 100 articles, chapters and reports and presents often in local national and international
settings. She has been an invited speaker at the New York Times and in NGO session at the United Nations in
New York and Geneva. Susan is the founder of numerous successful networks, including the International
Leadership Association’s (ILA) Women and Leadership Affinity Group. She has received numerous awards for her
teaching, research, and service. She is a co-editor of the ILA/IAP Women and Leadership book series. Her list of
publications and professional work is approximately 45 pages long.
She received her doctorate from the University of Minnesota in human resource development. She earned a
master’s degree in exercise science/wellness from Portland State University and a bachelor’s from Brigham
Young University in Speech Communication Education. She started her career many years ago as a junior high
speech and debate teacher at Hillcrest Junior High in Murray.
Susan has been very active in Real Women Run where Janet Bunger and Marilyn Shearer became acquainted
with her. She is friendly, engaged, helpful, supportive, diligent, very approachable, almost always has someone
with her that she is mentoring. She is a woman who has had significant impact on the lives of so many women in
Utah and elsewhere, as she teaches her classes, does her research, writes her books and papers, passes on her
wisdom and knowledge, mentors and coaches young people, and laughs and engages with them. She is low-key,
and yet very impactful and real and an amazing role model for all who come in contact with her.
Professional Organizations include: International Leadership Assn. (ILA), Academy of Human Resource
Development (AHRD), Academy of Management (AOM), Western Academy of Management (WAM), Worldwide
Organization for Women (WOW). She is a national member of AAUW.
Hobbies: Racquetball, Soccer, Basketball, Hiking, ping pong, snowshoeing, and watersports.
Volunteer Activities: Community and Church Volunteer, Former Coach (soccer, basketball, baseball, and
softball), Piano accompanist and Vocal Performer, and Humanitarian Work.
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2010-2011 Wasatch Branch Distinguished Woman to Speak at UVU

Dr. Valerie Hudson, Professor and George H.W. Bush Chair, Texas A&M University
Director, WomanStats Project, will be speaking at Utah Valley University on Thursday,
March 3, 2016, from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. on:

The Situation and Status of Women Worldwide
Description: What is the situation and status of women in various countries and
regions around the world? Why should we care? Dr. Hudson has spent years collecting
and compiling data on the condition and security of women around the world. This
includes ranking nations according to levels of violence against women in society,
equity for women in family law, degree of son preference, educational attainment for
women, toleration of trafficking women, maternal mortality, extent to which women are involved in societal
decision making, and so forth. With this information, Hudson and her team have explored how the state of
women is related to the behaviors and security of countries. She will discuss how the status of women in society
is linked to the well-being of communities and nations. Dr. Hudson will conclude by addressing why Utah women
and men should care about these matters and be engaged in both Utah and global women’s issues.

Bio: Dr. Valerie Hudson is an expert on international security and foreign policy analysis and received her PhD in
political science. In 2009, Foreign Policy named her one of the top 100 Most Influential Global Thinkers. Her coauthored book, Bare Branches: Security Implications of Asia’s Surplus Male Population, and the research it
presents, received major attention from the media with coverage in the Wall Street Journal, New York Times,
Financial Times, Washington Post, BBC, CNN, and numerous other outlets. The book also received two national
book awards. Her latest co-authored books include The Hillary Doctrine: Sex and American Foreign Policy and Sex
and World Peace, which was named by Gloria Steinem as one of the top three books on her reading list. Dr.
Hudson has developed a nation-by- nation database on women (http://womanstats.org) that triggered both
academic and policy interest (the latter includes its use by both the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee and
various agencies of the United Nations). Using these data, Hudson and her team have published widely. She was
recently awarded an Andrew Carnegie Fellowship.
Kathy Horvat is going to this event and would be happy to drive Wasatch Branch members who would like to
hear Dr. Hudson again. Please contact her at kbhorvat@comcast.net or 801-502-0708. To register for the event,
RSVP here: www.uvu.edu/uwlp.
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We had a lovely luncheon – good food, good service, good friends
What more could we ask?
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Interest Group Schedules
Following is a schedule for current interest Groups of Wasatch Branch. If you wish to participate, let the contact person
know. New members are always welcome, and knowing how many to expect is helpful for those hosting an event.

Bridge: We will meet on Monday, February 21, at 7 p.m. at the home of Janet Bunger, 6441 Tanner Lane, Salt
Lake City. Contact Leona Blackbird to arrange to play. All skill levels are welcome.
Daytime Book Group will meet on Thursday, March 3, at 11:30 a.m. at Helen Nix’s clubhouse, across the street
from her condo; 1349 Pantera Lane (1300 East and about 3700 South) Salt Lake City. The book discussion will be
The Marriage of Opposites, by AliceHoffman. Bring a sack lunch to the meetings; dessert is provided. For
information, call Jane at 801-571-2350, or email Jane Cooper at janecooper1@msn.com.
Evening Book Group: The March meeting will be held on Monday, March 7, at 7:30 pm, at Karen Hill’s home,
1525 Highland Cove Lane, #B-4, to discuss Language of Flowers, by Vanessa Diffenbaugh. Contact Leona
Blackbird for more information.
Meet and Eat: The February Meet and Eat will be at the Cowboy Grub, 3336 S. 2300 East, on Wednesday,
February 24, at 11:30 a.m. Since they don’t take reservations, we’ll just meet there. For information contact
Carol Copene, ccopene@comcast.net.
Genealogy Group: The next meeting of the group will take place on Wednesday, February 24, at the home of
Carolyn Clarke, 4983 Eastridge Lane, Murray, UT, at 10:00 a.m. If you are interested in joining this group, or for
more information, contact Carolyn: cclarke@xmission.com.
Great Decisions will resume its program of Foreign Policy discussions on Wednesday, February 17, 2016 from
1:30 until 3:00 p.m. Topics discussed in February are: “Middle East Alliances,” by Donna Switzer on February
17, and “The Islamic State,” led by Catherine Legge on February 24. If you are interested in joining us or would
like to order a study guide, please contact Kathryn Horvat, kbhorvat@comcast.net.

Mission: AAUW advances equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and
research.
Value Promise: By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational and economic
barriers so that all women and girls have a fair chance.
Vision Statement: AAUW empowers all women and girls to reach their highest potential.
AAUW Wasatch Branch of Salt Lake County c/o 515 S 1000
East, Apt 307

Salt Lake City, UT 84102

